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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . |3 This communication is responsive to 10/18/2005 . 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest the combination of the claimed packing 
method as amended and supported by the reasons provided in the remarks of the amendment 
filed on 10/18/2005 and 01/06/2006. 

As to claims 4 and 23: the prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest the combination 
of the claimed packing method comprising providing a pallet (2); placing an article on the pallet 
(CP); fixing the article on the pallet; wherein an article fixing member is accommodated in an 
accommodating space internal to the pallet or accommodated to the pallet and the article fixing 
member can be pulled out from the accommodating space when the article is to be packed (Figs. 
2A and 2B); the article is an image forming apparatus (CP), the image forming apparatus is 
provided at its upper surface with an automatic document feeder having a document catch tray 
which can open and close and the document catch tray has a shape which stands up, the article 
fixing member is wound around the document table located below the automatic document 
feeder having the article fixing member which can open and close, thereby fixing the image 
forming apparatus on the pallet (Figs. 1, 3, and 4). 

As to claims 5 and 24: the prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest the combination 
of the claimed packing method comprising providing a pallet (2); placing an article on the pallet 
(CP); fixing the article on the pallet; wherein an article fixing member is accommodated in an 
accommodating space internal to the pallet or accommodated to the pallet and the article fixing 
member can be pulled out from the accommodating space when the article is to be packed (Figs. 
2A and 2B); a document table corresponding to a surface below an automatic document feeder 
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(ADF) corresponding to a ceiling plate (Fig. 4; ceiling plate 8) is provided with a sheet material 
(5) whose covering area can be changed, the article fixing member is wound around an upper 
surface of the sheet material (Fig. 1); the sheet material (5) and a cover (6) which covers an 
upper portion of the automatic document feeder are integrally formed together (Fig. 4). 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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